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Call for Theme applications at the
Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies

Once a year in September, the Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies
welcomes Theme applications to explore interdisciplinary research

questions at an early stage.

Those wishing to develop new interdisciplinary research ideas are offered
a unique platform for interdisciplinary collaboration, where work can be
carried out without the requirement for predetermined, publishable results.
Here, there is the time, the space and a creative environment to develop

research questions and explore new ideas.

The Institute’s activities are primarily intended for staff who hold a
doctoral degree and will be employed at Lund University throughout the
period in question, 1 September to 31 May. A Theme typically involves 5

to 8 researchers from different faculties at Lund University.

Researchers involved in a Theme work together on-site at the Institute on
the same day of the week every week for nine months. In order to free up
this time, the researcher’s home department is compensated for salary costs
corresponding to 20% of full-time working hours for nine months. A
Theme is to have two coordinators, who are responsible for ensuring that
the group actively works together and for communication between the
Institute’s staff and the Theme. The Theme coordinators’ salary costs may

be compensated for up to 30% of full-time working hours.

Assessment criteria

The Board of the Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies assesses
Themes according to four main criteria: interdisciplinary approach,

relevant group composition, originality and innovation, and feasibility

A Theme is be structured around a scientific problem whose solution
requires knowledge from several disciplines working in collaboration. An
interdisciplinary approach is expected to help drive and further develop the

group’s work.
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The group is to be well-balanced in terms of knowledge and experience
relevant to the scientific problem and able to bring together the
interdisciplinary range of expertise required to successfully address the

formulated research questions.

The application must demonstrate how the Theme’s concept is grounded
in existing research, by specifying the studies or theories on which it is
based and how it relates to prior knowledge in the field. At the same time,
it must be clearly demonstrated how the idea is innovative in relation to
existing research. This is made clear by formulating research questions or

perspectives that have not previously been explored.

The aim is to pave the way for future research. This may involve the
development of new methods, research models, perspectives, conceptual
frameworks or definitions. The objective must be clearly stated in the
application, together with a plan for how the group will work at the

Institute.

Guests & Fellows

A Theme is welcome to invite guests as part of their activities who can
contribute to the Theme’s work and development. This may involve a one-
day visit, regular visits, or a stay of a few weeks, up to a month. The
Institute covers travel and accommodation costs for the visit, but guests are

not compensated for their time.

Furthermore, a Theme has the opportunity in its application to nominate
international researchers to the Institute’s [International Fellows
Programme, which is funded by the LMK Foundation. Fellows can
participate in the Theme’s work on-site for a period of 2 to 6 months and
are paid the equivalent of a full-time position at Lund University for the
period they are in Lund. The group’s expertise can thus be supplemented
by external, international researchers who are offered the opportunity to
take funded leave from their regular employment. Salary costs, travel and

accommodation are covered by the Institute.

Application procedure

Applications must be written in English and sent to ansokan@pi.lu.se in

December. Refer to the website for the exact deadline. The application
must be written using the Institute’s application template and be
accompanied by a completed cost framework template, the CVs of the

researchers who will participate in the Theme, and the CVs of any
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nominated Fellows. Detailed instructions on what is to be included in the

application can be found in the relevant template.

Candidates for Fellows are nominated in the application. Decisions are
made by the director of the Institute once the Theme has been approved.
All nominated Fellows must have been consulted and have accepted the
nomination in writing before the application is submitted. The application
must also specify the planned dates of the Fellows’ visits and provide a

clear justification for each nomination.

The CVs of Theme participants are not to exceed one page. The CVs of
Fellows may be up to five pages and should include current employment,
qualifications, education, and projects and publications relevant to the

Theme.

Salary costs and costs relating to activities and guests must be included in
the Theme’s cost framework. A Theme may apply for up to SEK 2,000,000
for salary costs, SEK 100,000 for activities and a further SEK 100,000 for
guests. Costs relating to any Fellows are not to be included in the cost

framework, and neither are the home department’s overheads.

The Board of the Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies decides on a
shortlist at the start of the spring semester. The shortlist comprises those
applications that demonstrate particular potential according to the specified
assessment criteria. Each application on the shortlist is sent to at least two
external experts, and their statements form the basis for the Board’s final
decision on approved Themes in March or April. Themes will start work
at the Institute in September.
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