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     Lund, 27th of April 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pufendorf Institute for Advanced Studies 
 
  
 

Call for proposals to form a ”Theme for young PhDs” at the Pufendorf IAS 2018 
The Pufendorf Institute invites researchers to apply for a “Theme for young PhDs” to 
start in the spring of 2018. This is a new form of theme aimed specifically at researchers 
in their early careers, who wish for transdisciplinary collaborative work. Below are 
instructions on how to design the application. 

 
Who is eligible to apply? 
For clarification purposes; researchers of any age may apply, ‘young’ PhDs refers to time 
passed since receiving a doctoral degree. Researchers at Lund University no more than 
three and half years but at least six months after a successful PhD are welcome to apply 
for the “Theme for young PhDs” together. The main applicant must be employed at 
Lund University. Remaining members may be employed at other universities or 
otherwise active as researchers in Sweden or abroad but the majority of members should 
be Lund University researchers. In addition to salaried researchers, the group may add 
additional collaborators. PhD students or more senior researchers with expertise 
relevant to theme work may be tied to the project. However, the Institute is not able to 
pay students, senior researchers or individuals not active as researchers. 
 
How to propose a theme for young PhDs 2018? 
Applications must be received by the Institute no later than 1st of July 2017 after which 
the approved theme must commence in the Spring of 2018, in conjunction with the 
beginning of term. The proposal must contain a topical transdisciplinary research issue, 
one page CV presentations of each researcher (5-7) and a plan on how to structure the 
work. Plans for the communication of the work is appreciated. 
 
Cost frame and budget 
The Pufendorf Institute provides the facilities and basic equipment (work space, 
computer, IT service, meeting rooms etc.). A budget (using the given Excel-template) 
must be appended the proposal and include a listing of salary costs for the researchers in 
the group. Estimated costs for salaries will include employer’s contributions and a 
standard projected raise but not overhead costs (these are calculated separately by the 
Institute financial officer and added on top of the total cost applied for; if the proposal 
is accepted overhead costs will be automatically added as a complement to the funding).  
 
Theme members may be salaried for a maximum of eight months and no less than 1 day 
a week (20%) but the work period may be divided as necessary over the academic terms. 
The work scheme for the theme for young PhDs is also open for more flexible 
scheduling allowing a shorter work period with more work days per week. This is open 
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to negotiation upon successful application. The coordinator is encouraged to include 
time spent on group management and to let this be reflected in the work percentage. 
Researchers will receive remuneration for their time in the form of employment at the 
Institute paid through the home department. The Institute is unable to remunerate PhD 
students or senior researchers but does encourage their involvement. It is possible to 
apply for a maximum of 700 000 SEK total. The theme may run for no longer than 
twelve months. 
 
Additional costs, for seminars, workshops, etc., may be specified in the application but 
will not be included in the cost frame of an approved application. Funding for these 
may be granted after negotiating with the Institute prior to commencing work. The 
Institute encourages external funding applications for highly resource consuming 
activities. 
 
Any accepted budget and cost specification denote the cost frame and maximum 
available expenditure for the theme work. Funds will remain in the management of the 
Institute and are not payable to the theme. Upon conclusion of the theme, no later than 
the final day of spring term 2018, access to means within the cost frame is terminated 
and remaining means revert to the Institute to be used for future activities. 
 
Visiting Fellows 
The theme for young PhDs will have the opportunity to invite international guest 
researchers to their work (no more than three for a maximum of two weeks each). Once 
an application has been accepted to form a theme, a visiting fellow scheme is applied for 
separately and negotiated with the Institute directly during the autumn term 2017. 
Possible candidates may be included in the application for “Theme for young PhDs” 
but is not mandatory. Any costs associated with this are not part of the theme budget.  

 
What do we mean by transdisciplinarity? 
Lund University has launched a number of highly successful cross-disciplinary and 
cross-faculty research initiatives in the 2000s. The Pufendorf Institute was created 
to provide free and open forms to explore the possibilities for cooperation between 
researchers in different disciplines and faculties. 
 
The transdisciplinary form may differ between themes. The Institute aims at providing 
opportunities for “transdisciplinarity” understood in multiple ways. A plan for how to 
achieve transdisciplinarity in the particular theme proposed, should be presented in the 
application.  
 
A theme is to include researchers from at least three faculties. Furthermore, the 
Institute favours topical issues that are not currently ‘owned’ by a particular discipline. 
The emphasis is placed on the creativity and diversity of the application. In addition to 
formal criteria, the applications are assessed according to; topicality and originality; 
ability to use transdisciplinarity in a fruitful way; and feasibility. Moreover, attention will 
be paid to potential opportunities for further cooperation at the end of the project. 
 
Though this particular format directed at PhDs in their early careers, for an example of 
previous and ongoing themes refer to our web page. 
 
What is required of researchers at the Pufendorf Institute? 
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The nature of the work at the Institute requires researchers to be present and to 
participate in the activities of the theme. The meetings and other gatherings of the 
group are to be held in the house. The researchers in a theme will have access to 
premises that are to be used to the extent made possible by their appointments. 
Researchers and themes are to provide each other and the management of the Institute 
with information about their activities and promote transdisciplinary exchanges. The 
theme is to be concluded with an activity, such as for example an exhibit, conference, 
film, or other, addressing theme issues and future work in context to the original 
application. 

 
A report describing the theme's activities shall be submitted to the Institute within one 
month after the theme´s conclusion. The scope of the report should be about 5 pages 
long and related to the original application. 
 
Furthermore, all participants must participate in the survey conducted at the end of each 
project and used by the Institute to evaluate and modify the operation. Three 
questionnaires are sent to participants within 1–2 years of the end of the project. Each 
salaried member’s acceptance means agreeing to this condition. 
 
The design of the proposal 
The proposal is to be written in English and must reach the Pufendorf Institute no later 
than 10 January 2017. It is to include: 
 
1. A description of the research issue and a strategy for how the work is to be carried 

out, one single document max. 5 pages 
2. Budget, using the supplied template in Excel 
3. CV briefs of each participating researcher, 1 page/participant collected in one 

document 
 

How is the decision made? 
The final decision is made by the Pufendorf Institute board. After the deadline, 
applications will be subjected to a preliminary elimination procedure down to four, after 
which external examiners will be contacted. The time for processing applications is 
approximately 2-3 months, the outcome will be communicated applicants in the 
beginning of October 2017. 
 
For more information, please contact: 
 
The Pufendorf IAS director, Professor Sune Sunesson, sune.sunesson@pi.lu.se 
 
The Pufendorf IAS senior scientific advisor, Professor Sture Forsén, sture.forsen@pi.lu 
 
The Pufendorf IAS coordinators, Gisela F. Aramburu, gisela.ferre_aramburu@pi.lu.se 
and Eva Persson, eva.persson@pi.lu.se 
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